The Emperor and the Nightingale
Pre-visit activities 1. Read story, "The Nightingale." Introduce the story as a fairy tale written by Hans Christian Anderson. Ask your students do you know what a fairy tale is? If they don't know you can explain to them that fairy tales usually begins with Once Upon a Time, Once long ago, the story setting is usually in a castle, forest, or town, story has both good and mean characters, many of the characters are animals or members of royalty, the story has magic, the story has a problem which is to be solved, where good wins / outsmarts bad, and the ending is "happily ever after." A fairy tale doesn't have to have all of these characteristics, but will have many of them.
*While reading the story, you could play Chinese music during parts and/or play sounds of the Nightingale that can be downloaded from the web. This can be found in the resource section of this program. 4. The Nightingale Activity: Have the students research the Nightingale using books and the internet to design a bird fact card.
Questions for Discussion

5.) Inventions
The Ming dynasty was a time of great discovery and inventions; paper money, dictionaries, the concept of the novel, and piston bellows (a device that blows air into a furnace).
Activity:
Either individually or as a group have students brainstorm and write a list of new inventions that they can think of. They should choose one and give it a name. Using the invention worksheet in the back have the students design their invention and write a physical description of it and how it works. If working in a group, have the students write and act out a commercial selling their product. If working alone, have them draw an ad selling their product.
Post-visit activities
1. Write an essay describing the differences between the fairytale and the play. 2. Have the students write a fairytale with illustrations or design a book cover. 3. Have the students divide up into groups and write a different ending to the play and act it out.
Information
Hans Christian Anderson
Hans Christian Andersen was born in Odense, Denmark in 1805. His father was a poor cobbler so Andersen was not able to attend school; however he was very supportive of his son's special interests. Hans Christian would perform puppet shows, memorize plays and he had a general passion for literature that his father nurtured. Hans Christian's father died at the age of 11. He was forced to work, he worked at several factories until decided to move to Copenhagen and pursue his career as an actor. He sang at the Royal Danish Theatre where the director took a special interest in him and paid for him to go to school. He was sent to grammar school where he was older than the other pupils. He experienced great humiliation and alienation at the hands of the other students who often mocked and criticized Andersen for his homely appearance. Though he had a learning
The Barnum Museum disability he excelled in school and attended the University Of Copenhagen where he sharpened his writing skills.
He had some moderate success with the publishing of several novels, plays and travel books but nothing like the acclaim he would win for his work of 150 stories for children called "Fairy Tails" published in 1835. These stories were innovative in their handling of sophisticated feelings and ideas and in their use of the vocabulary and constructions of spoken language. He would become world renowned for his ability to write stories with themes both children and adults could relate to.
It was his story entitled "The Nightingale" was considered a tribute to the Swedish songstress Jenny Lind for which she got the nickname "The Swedish Nightingale." It is the story of a nightingale that sings so beautifully it can restore health. Andersen had befriended Lind and soon fell in love with her, however she did not return his feels and thought of him as brother.
Some of his other notable short stories are, The Little Mermaid, The Princess and the Pea, The Little Match Girl, The Tinderbox, and of course The Nightingale.
China
China or the Peoples Republic of China is one of the world's oldest civilizations. It is the 3 rd largest country in the world after Russia and Canada. China has a population of over 1 billion people. China is undergoing rapid, profound economic and social change and development. Political power remains centralized in the Chinese Communist Party.
The 1 st unified Chinese empire was formed in 221BC. This new emperor standardized weights and measures that were used in trade. He also standardized its writing system so all Chinese can understand one another. After Qin Empire, China was ruled by a series of dynasties. In 1911 an uprising occurred and warring political parties fought for control of the country. In 1949, Mao Zedong, the chairman of the Communists party became the new leader of the People's Republic of China.
Beijing
Beijing is the capital of the People's Republic of China. In English, it is also known as Peking. The name Beijing literally means northern capital and it has been China's capitol continuously since the 13th century. Beijing is China's second largest city, after Shanghai and the 17th largest in the world. It is believed that Beijing was the largest city in the world from 1425 to 1650 and from 1710 to 1825. During this time, the Forbidden City was constructed which housed all the emperors, it is one of the foremost examples of ancient Chinese architecture The Forbidden City was completed in 1420 and for the next 500 years, common Chinese citizens were not permitted to enter and the punishment for trespassing was death. It still stand today and its over 900 buildings are recognized as one of the oldest standing wooden structures and an architectural marvel.
Beijing is recognized as the political, educational, and cultural center of the People's Republic of China. Modern Beijing is interspersed with old, traditional style homes and The Barnum Museum modern high rises. The city is famous for its many expansive parks. The city will host the 2008 Summer Olympics.
The Forbidden City
The Forbidden City is a walled imperial city that is surrounded by a 12m wide moat and a 12m wide and 12m high wall. Imperial emperors lived there until 1911. Today, it is a museum, the Palace Museum. In 1403, a Ming Dynasty emperor built the Forbidden City. It is a complex of ornate halls and palaces for members of the imperial court and their servants. No one except for the emperor was allowed to spend the night in the Forbidden City.
Ming Dynasty
The Ming dynasty began in 1368, and lasted until 1644 A.D. Its founder was a peasant, the third of only three peasants ever to become an emperor in China. He is known as Hongwu Emperor, and led the revolt against the Mongols and the Yuan Dynasty. During the Ming Dynasty, there were many cultural, artistic and diplomatic advances. The concept of the novel was developed during this time by Chinese storytellers. Encyclopedias and dictionaries were written. The Great Wall of China, though built during an earlier dynasty was remodeled and strengthened. The production of luxury goods flourished. Block printing of art became very popular and porcelain production was expanded to include several colors as opposed the simply blue and white which was predominant. Trade reached as far as the eastern coast of Africa as Chinese political officials traveled to many countries to establish diplomatic relationships. During this time period the capital was moved to Beijing from Nanjing. The Ming Dynasty began to decline because of internal power struggles. The high taxes imposed on the people left them poor and angry. Peasant rebels overthrew the last Ming emperor in 1644. 4.1 Students use knowledge of their language and culture to improve competency in English.
The
4.2 Students speak and write using standard language structures and diction appropriate to audience and task.
History
Content Standard 3: Historical Themes
3.3-4.3 Describe some goods, products and ideas which were exchanged as the result of movement.
3.3-4.4 Describe the impact of various technological developments on the local community and on the nation.
3.3-4.5 Identify individual achievements of scientists and inventors from many cultures and different historical periods and describe their achievements.
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